October 2013
Dear Colleagues,
We are on the eve of the ECIA – 2013 – Urban Assembly. This stimulating three day event starts on Monday 14
October 2013. Thanks to the tireless efforts of Debbie Wintermeyer and her team, this will be the largest event
hosted by the ECIA in the last 112 years. By now you would have already seen the exiting programme of lectures,
exhibitions and events. (if not its attached for your convenience) I know that most of you will be there, but I
encourage those of you that can’t make the lectures at least to pop in a see the exhibitions. The three main
exhibitions are:




The works of Luyanda Mpahlwa (Milde Mcwilliams Guest lecturer)
The 2013 Regional award of Merit entrants
The NMMU exhibition on the works of Andrea Palladio.

As part of the event, main committee member, Khwezi Mandita is running a scholar’s programme on the first day.
Schools from all over the metro will be there. Grade 11 and 12 scholars most eager and most talented, will be
invited to participate in the ECIA 2014 “Work Shadow Week”. In this programme Architectural practices will host
and mentor one, two or three scholars for a week in June. This is where you come in! Please contact Khwezi today
to participate in this programme by becoming a “Host Practice”. It’s the right thing to do!
But remember, the Urban Assembly is not a “talk shop” for architects. The event is an outreach. It is a real move
to get the Public, Private and Academic sector “urban thinkers” to support each other in their efforts to make better
buildings (and by extraction better cities). So your and my job, as architects taking leadership initiative, is to
popularise this event with our clients and our colleagues in the built environment. Take effort to access your
personal network. Don’t delegate the task to your secretary. Get on the phone yourself to the 5 most relevant
people you think need to be at the Opera House next week. Don’t do it later. Do it now……….(Please!)

That’s all I want to say today. (I don’t want to distract our attention from next week’s event) Except, perhaps to say
that I really quite enjoyed our 2013 ECIA AGM last month. It was so impressive to see the good work and
programmes happening in each of the committees. It was also very moving to see the AGM rise in support of
Deputy President, Neill Kievit’s motion to re-endorse the SAIA code of conduct. This is a clear message that
members are very serious about us standing together, even if it means weeding out those among us that choose to
play unfairly. I must also tell you that after the AGM, Elwyn Harlech-Jones spoke to me and not only offered his
substantial collection of Architectural books to the ECIA, but also offered his services in cataloguing these and
other books in our fledgling library. Elwyn, the Architects of this town are grateful for your generosity.
Thank you!
Yours in the service of our beautiful profession,

Tim Hewitt-Coleman (President – Eastern Cape Institute of Architects)

